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BQROU&H  OF  BUCKING-HAM 


Castle  House, 
West  Street, 
Buckingham. 


Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  I965. 

As  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  only, 
most  of  the  v/ork  recorded  herein  v/as  administered  by  my  predecessor,  Dr,  D,  H. 
;.'aldron.  For  this  report,  therefore,  I am  follov.dng  the  general  arrangement 
laid  do<m  by  him. 

s "fc  i c s , 

The  Birth  rate  increased  considerably  (from  18.9  in  I964  to  22,2),  the 
number  of  illegitimate  births  also  increased  (from  2 to  6) . More  disturbing 
is  the  infant  mortality  rate  at  3O.3.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  fell  to 
a record  low  (19)  in  I965  and  the  figure  for  Buckingham  is  disappointing, 

.'irhile  too  much  emphasis  must  not  be  pl'ced  on  figures^ for  a single  year  because 
of  the  relatively  small  numbers  involved  (99  births,  3 deaths)  - this  gives  rise 
to  concern. 

Happily,  there  v;as  no  maternal  deaths  again. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  scade  the  Death  rate  (9*4)  is  comforta.bly  belo-w  the 
national  average  (II.5).  The  main  causes  of  deaths  are  now  'well  defined,  and 
point  to  the  areas  where  future  preventive  services  must  be  found.  These  are 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  a.nd  various  forms  of  cancer.  No  deaths 
resulted  from  tuberculosis,  and  the  infectious  diseases  generadly  are  becoming 
well  controlled  (though  the  risk  of  importrtion  of  many  diseases  cannot  be 
ignored) , 

F o od  ^ liy  gi  ^_e . 

I am  hoping  that  as  soon  as  staffing  problems  can  be  alleviated  a start  will 
be  made  on  Food  iiygiene  courses,  especially  involving  food  retailing, 

■lith  the  rapidly  accelerating  trend  towa.rds  pre-packed  foodstuffs,  and  the 
tendancy  to  longer  storage  of  certain  commodities  extra  vigila.nce  by  the  public 
is  oecomAng  necessary.  Your  HeaAth  Inspector  is  only  too  well  av/are  of  the 
dangers  from  improper  treatment  and  storage,  but  it  is  impossible  for  inspections 
to  be  made  on  all  food  premises  frequently  enough, 

AS  far  as  the  general  public  is  concerned,  I would  appea.l  to  each  individual 
to  patronize  only  those  shops  where  unwrapped  food  (e*pecially  meat  products  and 
pa.stries)  are  handled  v;ith  tongs  or  tissue  caper,  I do  not  want  to  suggest  that 
all  reteAlers  are  the  villains  in  this  matter,  especially  in  view  of  the  amount 
of  mishandling  of  food  ths,t  occurs  in  many  households,  A great  deal  of  manor, 
and  sometimes  major  illnesses  is  caused  through  this  mishandling,  "Upset  tummies" 
can  sometimes  prove  dangerous. 

The  majority  of  this  illness  is  never  reported  in  the  statistics  on  food 
poisoning. 


Your  obedient  servant, 
P.  Lavis, 


Vital  Statistics 


Area  (in  acres)  

Po^nlation  •••  •••  ••• 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

Rateable  Value  

Rate  per  £1  

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


• • • • • • 


• • • • 


• • • • 


BIRTHS: 

Legitimate 


M , P . 
49 


Illegitimate  ...  4 2 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (adjusted) 


(Bucks) 

(England) 


II  II  11  II  II 

and  ''/ales  . . . 

Still  Births  ...  ... 

DIu.THS  K F 

24  20 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (adjusted) 

II  I,  II  II  .1  (Bucks) 

" ” " ” " (England  &.  ■••.■ales) 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  

" " " (Bucks) 


INF.Jir  MORT.'JCITY: 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  per 

1,000  live  births  

" " " (Bucks) 

" " " (Englcind  & ''/ales) 


1965 

1964 

5,367 

5,367 

4,780 

4,740 

1,676 

1,625 

£214 ,071 

£209,018 

10/8 

9/4 

£912 

£822 

93 

6 

22.2 

18.9 

19.6 

20.1 

18.1 

18.4 

2 

2 

44 

38 

9.4 

8.0 

8.9 

8.7 

11.5 

11.3 

Nil 

Nil 

0.28 

0.3 

30.3 

11.9 

14.9 

16.7 

19.0 

20.0 
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PRINCIF.-X  C XSES  OF  DE.JTIi  : 


• • • • 


Cancer  : Stomach 

Lung,  bronchus  

Other  •••  ••• 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

.ronchitis  ...  ...  ... 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ... 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

-ccident  (motor  vehicle) 

Suicide  ...  ...  ... 

.XI  other  causes 


1965 


K.  r.  T. 
10  1 
2 0 2 

224 

3 5 8 

6 5 11 

10  1 

oil 

303 

oil 
10  1 
10  1 

4 6 10 


1964 


M.  F.  T. 

4 4 8 

268 

11  2 13 

0 0 0 

112 
112 
101 
000 
0 0 0 

2 2 4 


Totals 


24  20  44 


.22  .16  38 


B.  G-eneral  Provision  of  Health  Services 
1.  LIBOR  .TORY  F CILITIES. 

Specimens  for  pr-tholoe ical  investigation  v/ere  sent,  as  in  previous  years, 
to  the  Laboratory  at  Oxford.  The  arrangement  v/as  satisfactory.  Samples 
for  chemical  analysis  have  to  be  sent  to  the  County  Inalyst. 


2.  ;j.:3UL  J'lCL  SERVICES. 

These  are  adininistercd  direct  from  the  County  Health  Department , 

.ylesbury.  One  Dual  Puroose  car  //as  stationed  in  jBuckingham , and  supplemente 
'..'hen  necessary  v/ith  ambulances  from  Bletchley.  Ill  vehicles  are  ra.dio 
controlled. 


4 


3.  NUISING  SERVICES. 


District  Nurses/Midv/ives  are  stationed  in  Suckingham  providing 
an  adequate  service. 

4.  CIINICdL  TREi.TIViEi'IT  CEI-'rRES. 

(a)  Maternity  and  child  '</elfare  - Health  Visitors  are  based  at 
Verney  Close.  L clinic  is  held  tv.dce  a month  at  the  Congregational 
Chapel  Hall  '.vith  a doctor  present  once  a month.  i'here  v/ere  fOG 
children's  attendances  at  this  centre  during  the  year.  The  school 
dentist  operates  from  a surgery  in  Vtmey  Close,  and  provides  a, 
service  for  children  and  expectant  mothers . 

(b)  Orthopaedic  Clinic  - Sessions  have  been  held  t’.dce  monthly,  and 
have  been  staffed  by  nurses  from  the  ' ingf ield  Morris  Hoscital. 

(c)  Chest  Clinic  - It  is  held  once  a week  at  Buckingham  Hospital  ,and 
is  attended  by  the  Chest  Physician. 

5.  hospit;jls. 

The  following  hospitals  have  received  cases  from  this  area: 

1.  Buckingham  Hospital. 

2.  dylesbury  Isolation  Hospital  (infectious  cases). 

3.  Slade  Hospital,  Oxford. 

4.  Radcliffe  Infirm  .ry,  Oxford. 

5.  ivingfield-Morris  Hospital,  Oxford. 

6.  Creator  Sanatorium, 

7.  Royal  Bucks. 

8.  Tindal  Hospital. 

6.  DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

This  service,  instituted  under  the  Rational  Health  Service  Ret, 
is  administered  by  the  County  Council.  During  the  year  63  cases 
were  assisted.  There  are  now  three  Domestic  Help  Organisers  covering 
the  North  Bucks  Area. 
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C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


1. 

No  failuiis^s  in  su'^ply  occurred  during  the  year. 

Pressures  in  the  higher  p.arts  of  the  tov/n  suffered  during  peak 
consumption  times  and  remedial  measures  are  under  consideration. 

new  borehole  at  G-awcott  -./as  corapleted  and  test  pumping  carried  out. 
Results  exceeded  expectations,  and  a second  borehole  v/ill  be  started 
shortly. 

The  new  supply  has  a high  standard  of  purity,  though  the  quantity  of 
iron  in  solution  may  nalce  treat. -.ent  necessary  to  remove  excess  iron  to 
a tolerable  level. 

Aith  the  new  sources  availeJble  a supply  adequate  for  double  the  present 
population  v/ill  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Council. 

/.verage  daily  consumption  was  49.2  geAlons  per  head  of  the  population. 

The  total  ai'iount  of  water  consum.ed  during  the  year  in  Buckingham  and 
Gav/cott  was  85,270,000  gallons. 

No  serious  breakdown  of  plarit  or  ;.’-.achinery  occurred. 

Pesic  consur.ption  v;as  251,800  gallons  per  day.  Metered  supplies 


accounted  for  13,902,660  gallons  during  the 

yeo.r. 

l6  bacteriological  examinations  /.ere  '-ade  on  the  raw 
satisfactory. 

■water,  all  ' 

CHEMICl  U'lYSIS  OF  PIBLIC 

rVlER 

Parts  per 

Grains 

100,000 

Gallon 

Total  solids  (dried  at  180 ’C.)  

48.0 

33.6 

Co;  lined  Chlorine  (Cl)  .. 

2.2 

1.5 

Ecui valent  to  Sodiuia  Chloride  (NcCl)  . , 

3.6 

2.5 

Nitric  ir  brogen  (Nitrates) 

0.04 

0.03 

Nitrous  nitrogen  (Nitrates).. 

Nil 

Nil 

.mmoniacal  nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  nitrogen 

0.0010 

0.0007 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27FC 

0.003 

0.002 

Lead  or  Copper 

Nil 

Nil 

Tem.porary  hardness  (equivalent  to  Ca  Co3) 

26.5 

18.6 

Perwianent  hardness  (equivalent  to  Ca  Co3) 

8.0 

5.6 

Total  hardness  (equivalent  to  Ca  Co3) 

34.5 

24. R 
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2.  SMAGE  DISR^m. 


A new  rriain  Pumping  Station  at  the  Council  Yrard  Wr?,s  brought  into  service 
during  the  year  rnd  has  ample  capacity  to  deal  vd-th  the  increased  flow 
from  the  tovm  and  Maids  Moreton. 

The  possibility  of  untreated  sewage  reaching  the  river  even  under  stor. 
conditions  is  now  most  remote. 

Proposals  in  respect  of  the  Gawcott  schei;e  are  being  delayed  pending 
decisions  on  the  tov/n  expansion. 

3.  RE-FUSE  DISPOSzAL. 

Refuse  is  collected  weekly  throughout  the  are.a. 

Complaints  regarding  refuse  collection  are  fev;  and  infrequent. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  the  controlled  tip'dng  method.  One  tip  is 
used  at  Gaa/cott  and  a tip  at  Stratford  Road,  Buckingham,  is  in 
operation.  The  latter  site  should  provide  ti  aing  spo.ce  for  the  tov/n 
for  a nuiaber  of  years. 

A.  SdllviivilNG  POOL. 

The  Pool  continued  to  be  well  po.tronised  during  the  Sanaer  se.rison. 


Sea.son  ticket  sales  produced 

£159. 

0. 

Od. 

Gates  receipts  produced 

£3A0. 

2. 

8d. 

Refreshments  sold  aiaounted  to 

£257. 

13. 

5d. 

schools  contributed  £158.  1.  8d  for 

the  use 

of 

the  pool  by 

local  schools  for  si^imrdng  instruction. 

The  pool  water  v/as  at  r,ll  times  sodisf actory. 

Six  children’s  boo.ts  were  let  for  hire  during  the  Summer  on  part  of 
the  river  adjoining  the  Swiiaming  Pool,  Iwey  proved  a popular 
innovation  and  produced  £5A.  5*  6d.  in  hire  charges. 
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5.  FACTORIES. 


No  masters  celling  for  special  attention  have  been  reported. 

Factory  extensions  are  in  hand  at  Messrs.  E.  & F.  Richardson's 
and  also  Messrs.  Leslie  Hartridge,  Ltd. 

102  outworkers  7/ere  notified  to  the  Council  during  19^5 . 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  ;'iND  RAIL '.AY  PREMISES  ACT  I963. 

There  are  69  premises  registered  under  the  Act,  and  63  inspections 
v/ere  made  during  the  yea,r. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  at  registered  premises  was: 

Males  184  Females  288 


P/mT  1 OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Number  of 


Number 


Premises 

on  T-.  rii.ii.  - ^ ,■  — 

Register  Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections  notices 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3>4j 
and  6 arc  to  be 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authorities  7 14 


(li)  Factories  not  inclu- 
ded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enfor- 
ced by  the  Local 

Authority.  29  3^ 


(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
■workers'  premises) 

7 

12 

3 

TOTAL 

43 

62 

13 

— 
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6.  PUBLIC  M0RTU4RY. 


The  Putlic  Mortuary,  situated  in  this  Council’s  yard,  conrtinaed 
to  serve  the  needs  of  the  Borough  and  the  Rural  District. 

D.  Housing. 

12  private  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 

E.  Annual  Reoort  of  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Insoector. 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  a brief  reoort  on  the  principal 
activities  of  the  Public  Health  Department  d.uring  1965* 

I'JUJSJiNOES,  CONTRAVEMTION  OF  BY-LAWS,  ETC. 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  995 

Nuisances,  etc.  , found  without  complaint  20 

Nuisances,  etc.,  abated  ’i . 947' 

Statutory  Notices  served  under  the  Publio  Health  Acts  ...  2 

Informal  Notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  92 

Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  * Nil 

HOUSES  AND  PREMISES  INSPECTED. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
were  as  follov/s:- 

Dairies  and  Cov/sheds  i-...'  ...  2k 

Balcehouses  30 

Butchers’  Shops  , 140 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ..  138 

FDodshops  ...  59 

Visits  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  ... 

Infected  house  visits  (excluding  Tuberculosis  cases)  ...  

Dwelling  houses  ...  . . ...  450 
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C./IRCASJIS  ATvD  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND 
COMDSiiiNED  IN  MOIiE  OR  IN  PART 


0 I 
I — I i 

+3  rH  tjDW 
-P  O CIS 
03  -H  o, 
O O ndoi 


O 

O 


W 

0 I PM  W 

> I O od  ^ 

H i 0 q a 

«i  , ^ S iS 

o CO  PI 


w 

00 

•H 

a, 


0 

0 

w 

p 

o 


Number  killed 
Number  inspected 


1507  564 


^ill  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 
''^hole  Carcases  pondemncd 


9 il507  ? 564 

■4- 


Carcases  of  which  s'bme  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  i 31 

'/■  of  number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  Tuber-  ! 
culosis  and  Cysticerci  ; 9.4 

^ ,11  ,,  , ^ ^ ^ j 


36 


17 


11.1'  2.4  - 3.00 


Tub^^rculosis  only. 

‘"/hole  Carcases  condemned 


Carcases  of  whif»h  some  part  or 


organ  v/as  condemned  ' 

• • • 

. i 

•'*!•••  1 7 

• • • 

70  of  insoected  affected  with  ■ 

Tuberculosis  '* 

• • • 

• • • 

■ , ■ > 

• • • ! • • . ; 1 . 23 

J 

i 

’ t • • 

Cysticercosis , , _i 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  ; j 

organ  was  condemned  ...  . i 

i t 

! 

■ •••'  •••  ••• 

i i ; 

j... 

Carcases  submitted  to  .trwatment  ' . . - ; 

by  refrigeration  i * 

• • • • 

f i ; 

i , 1 ^ : 

? • { 

' 1 

/•••  •••  '•••  ^ 

• • 

Generalised  and  totally  con-  i 

demned  i 

1 . • # ^ 1 

1 

■■■  i 

j— ^ ^ 1 

i . . ; . . ■ , 1 

'***  •••  *••• 

! ‘ i 

• • • 

183  Artieles  of  tinned  foods  were  condemned  and  destroyed 
during  the  year. 
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Close  attention  has  been  paid  to  food  premises,  having  regard 
to  the  Food.  Hygiena-Hegulationa,  1953-56. 

The  number  of  premises  affected  by  the  regulations  being  83 
and  falling  into  the  following  categories 


Cafes  and  Restaurants 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

8 

Public  Houses 

• e % 

• 99 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

16 

Stalls  ... 

• • • 

9 9 « 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

5 

Canteens  . . . 

• • • 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

15 

Food  Shops 

• 9 • 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

35 

Dairies 

. . . 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

3 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  6 of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  .A.ct  is  22,  and  a.11  such  premises  are  regxolarly  inspected. 

No  clean  food  campaigns  have  been  sponsored  dioring  the  period. 

All  food  premises  have  been  supplied  with  extracts  from  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928. 

Licences  issued  for  the  storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit  3I 
Inspection  of  Petroleum  Stores  38 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ORDER,  1919. 

RODEIfT  INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

Work  under  this  heading  has  continued  to  occupy  a large  amount 
of  time,  and  much  good  work  has  been  donj  in  this  direction  throughout 
the  year.  The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  work  carried  out:- 


Number  rf  complaints  received  ...  19 

Number  of  premises  treated  for  rats  ^2 

Number  of  premises  treated  for  mice  11 

Estimated  number  of  rats  destroyed  20 

-Actual  rats'  bodies  foimd  4 

Visits  for  Inspection  and  Survey  ...  22 

Visits  for  Baiting  and  Extermination  40 


RENNIE  TAYLOR, 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector 


F.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

GENEEL4L.  • - • 'v 

Under  reporting  of  the  less  serious  notifiable  diseases  is 
evident  in  Buckingham  as  in  most  areas.  I am  hoping  that  a 
revised  list  of  notifiable  diseases  is  brought  out  in  the  not 
toe  distant  future  so  that  this  statutory  duty  becomes  more 
useful  and  important.  Thus  the  figures  (below)  have  little 
meaning  and  bear  no  relation  to  actual  prevalence.  Ho’vever, 
it  seems  safe  to  conclude  that  the  year  '.■.’as  "uneventful"  in 
this  respect. 

Notified  cases:- 


196k 


Measles 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 
whooping  Cough 


6 

3 

1 


2 

1 

5 


Tuberculosis : - 


There  was  one  case  notified,  no  deaths 


F,  LAVIS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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